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EDITORIAL 


Babe or God-Man? 


No playwright could fashion a more magnetic drama than the 
simple Christmas narrative penned by St. Luke: Very God of 
Very God waiting to be born of a virgin mother, crowded out of 
the abodes of men, delivered in an outbuilding, laid in a manger 
— while echoes of celestial songs form the accompaniment. 

Wonderful indeed the Love that hovers over mother and Child! 
The Lord God omnipotent, cradled in a manger, a nursling! 

But Christ will not be kept a Babe in an Oriental feeding 
trough. He will not remain a winsome Infant. Early in life He feels 
a compulsion to be about His Father’s business. On Jordan’s banks 
the Baptist sees in Him the Lamb of God committed to take away 
the sin of the world. Neither friend nor foe nor Satan himself can 
stay His advance toward the cross. 

Mature Christians know that a direct line runs from the manger 
to that cross. At Christmas, therefore, they see more than a 
Babe. They see the Lord of Glory born to give Himself to shame 
and curse, pain and death for man’s redemption. 

Mature Christians know also that they must take up their 
cross if they would follow the Lord Christ. It is not enough to 
glory in His cross and in His saving grace. It is not enough to 
fellowship with the company of the saved, to “serve” and “support” 
the church. Life must be given for Christ. Heart, soul, mind, 
body — life itself must be spent for His sake. 


To men and women bending over the Babe in the manger the 
God-man says: “What have you given for My sake? Do you ever 
think in terms of surrender and sacrifice for your brother man? 
Have you rooted out the prejudice that will not let you love as I 
love? Have you suffered any hurt for Me? Is your love for Me 
big and real enough to do My Father’s will regardless of the cost?” 

To churches hushed in adoration of the “Infant so small” 
Christ the Lord says: “What have you given for Me? Are you but 
looking after your own? How many sons and daughters have you 
sent forth as laborers in My harvest? Have you identified yourself 
with the ‘lost’ in your community, the ‘publicans and sinners’ of 
today? Are you ashamed to call some of My brethren your 
brethren?” 

Many more questions the Christ of Bethlehem and Calvary 
would ask with tears: about America’s rising crime rate, especi- 
ally among the young, about the high incidence of divorce and 
the collapse of family life, about discrimination against racial 
groups, about the filth brazenly paraded by entertainment media. 
“Where are My witnesses? Striving for institutional success, 
debating with whom to pray, haggling over procedures? Where is 
the manifestation of the power you are to receive when the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you — power to bring men to the cross for 
healing and complete transformation? Where are My witnesses?” 


Despite the rot threatening our nation, despite the fears ter- 
rorizing the world, the God-man still saves to the uttermost. The 
power of His redeeming love will not be barricaded. It will pre- 


vail. It will triumph. 
Christmas 1961 summons Christians to relate themselves to 


Christ and the agony of human life in a world that He alone can 
redeem from endless destruction. 
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Life-Edged 


Gift 


BY F. H. THEODORE STOLP 


Not just to a mother 


with a sweet smile was this 


“Bundle from Heaven” given 


“The wondrous Gift is 
given,’ we sing at Christmas. And 
we capitalize Gift. 

In a season of giving why set 
this Gift apart? When wealth out- 
does itself with fabulous bestowals, 
why call this Gift unrivaled? At 
Christmas love’s alchemy perfumes 
and gift-wraps even necessities and 
trifles. Why sing of this Gift, “The 
wondrous Gift is given?” 

The Gift we sing is but a baby 
born in poverty, the Gift-wrappings 
_a stable, a manger, some hay and 
swaddling clothes. For we sing the 
lowly birth of Jesus some 1900 years 
ago in Bethlehem. 


FAR FROM TRITE 


“A bundle from heaven” is a trite 
expression; yet it is far from trite 
when applied to the Babe whom 
Mary cradled while pious Joseph 
watched. Not just to this mother 
with sweet smile and him of saintly 
heart was this Babe given. No child 
of ordinary human begetting and 
birth is this. 

Of this Gift in swaddling clothes 
God’s messenger declares, “Unto you 
is born this day in the city of David 
ee Christ, THE, LORD,” For this 
Baby boomed no 21-gun salutes; but 
the multipoint harmony of heaven’s 
caroling hosts exulted, “Glory to God 
in the highest and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” 

Verily a “Bundle from Heaven” 
whom Mary laid on Bethlehem’s 
straw! This is Mary’s child; yet not 
just her child. Of this Child the 
angel Gabriel said, “He shall be 
great and shall be called the SON 
OF THE HIGHEST ... and of ‘His 
kingdom there shall be no end.” 


4 


This Infant is the Lord, Son of 
God, heaven’s eternal King! This 
Babe is very God while very man. 
He is “God manifested in the flesh.” 


FOCUS OF HOPE 


Never was a child so long ex- 
pected. To this birth pointed God’s 
many-hued prophecies. “To Him 
give all the prophets witness.” For 
this coming the patriarchs longed: 
“Lord, I have waited for Thy sal- 
vation!” Hope focused through all 
the centuries on the day of this song, 
“The wondrous Gift is given!” 

Did a child ever hold such promise 
for the \futureZ= A: child Sofsthe 
mightiest monarch holds but uncer- 
tain promise of good. A child of the 
most precocious genius brings the 
race at best some slight advance in 
some particular endeavor. 

But dwell upon the heaven-coined 
phrases issued from God’s own chan- 
cellery: “He shall save His people 
from their sins.” . . . “His kingdom 
shall have no end.” . . . “Unto you 
is born a Savior.” .. . “I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people.” What a promising 
future! ; 

People are guaranteed salvation 
from their sins. Men shall have mem- 
bership in a kingdom without end. 
Each individual is offered a full share 
in every good, God’s good “to all 
people.” Angels carol gloriously, 
“Peace on earth, good will toward 
men.” Can future shine with brighter 
promise? 

All this unfolds in the day whose 
dawning breaks over Bethlehem’s 
manger. Because of this Child God’s 
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an 


Spirit testifies, “God sent forth Hi 
Son, made of a woman, made unde 


the Law . . . that we might receiv 
the adoption of sons.” And the Spir: 
affirms, “Ye are all the children c 
God by faith in Christ Jesus” — thi 
very Babe of Bethlehem. 


CLOUD-BORNE THRONE 


Nor did this promise fade and di 
in the bud. The Child became tha 
Jesus of Nazareth who “went abou 
doing good.” He became that So: 
of Man who shouldered every burde: 
galling men. He carried it to th 
fearsome cross and rolled it into th 
tomb found empty on the third day 
Him God took visibly into heaven’ 
glory and to the right hand of maj 
esty, thereby declaring Him “Lor 
and Christ.” Jesus is the heaven 
attested Savior, “able to save then 
to the uttermost that come unto Go 
by Him.” . 

On the appointed day no crud 
manger but a cloud-borne throne wil 
present Him to view, redeeming Hi 
enduring promise, “I will come agai 
and receive you unto Myself, tha 
where I am, there ye may be also. 
A sure and blessed eternity (not mer 
social security) is his whose life i 
entrusted to the faithful care c 
Bethlehem’s Babe. Life-edged Gif 
indeed! 

To see this Babe all innocence, 

A martyr born for our defense — 

Can man forget this story? 


No! Any man with eyes to see 
ears to hear, and heart to believe wi 
look to Christmas praying, “Thank 
be to God for His unspeakable Gift. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE:! 


Y OLIVER C. RUPPRECHT 


iere IS something pathetic 
out many an American attempt 


y make Christmas “‘spiritual”’ 


Wish You 
a Material 
Christmas 


.. . Not only material, of course, 
ior even a Christmas that is largely 
naterial. 

But even so! You rub your eyes. 
Why, I thought the church opposes 
naterialism!”’ 

It does. But it does not oppose the 
naterial. There is a difference. And 
Shristmas is the time to discover it. 
_See what God does! Since material 
hings — the fruit of the tree and 
nillions of things after Eden — had 
ured man away from God and had 
nade him a materialist, God accom- 
nodates Himself to man and to hu- 
nan weakness. He comes to us in 
yuman, physical form. For our sal- 
‘ation “the Word was made flesh.” 


Aaterialized Himself 

Afraid of a material Christmas? 
“hristmas is the very season com- 
nemorating God’s intense love and 
nfinite wisdom in using the material. 
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In Jesus of Nazareth, God Himself 
exalts the physical, dignifies it, and 
puts it to the highest possible use — 
to reveal God and to glorify Him. 

We who had misused material 
things and had forsaken God, who 
is a Spirit, were to be won back to 
God through Him who mate- 
rialized Himself for our re- 
demption. What unique 
mercy! What incompa- 

rable depths of ingenuity! 
How wise! How deft 
», and sure in correcting 
, our distorted vision! 
dihes Fathers tellsiuss 
His disobedient chil- 
dren: “Are you ter- 
| rified because of 
what you have done 
in your idolatrous 
misuse of earthly 
goods? See, things are 
not wrong! Only the 
misuse, the wrong use, of 
things is sinful and harmful. 

But since you are so enrap- 
tured with things, I shall reveal 
Myself to you in Him who is flesh 
like you and like the world you 
know.” And in the fullness of the 
time God did send forth His Son, 
“made of a woman.” 

What majestic use of the material! 
How it silences the scoffer and en- 
courages the timid! Our Savior’s in- 
carnation is the great corrective for 
any modern fear of the material. 


Guiltily Halfhearted 

There is something pathetic about 
many an American attempt to make 
Christmas “spiritual.” Often the at- 
tempt seems guiltily halfhearted. It 
reminds us of Lot’s wife looking back 
to Sodom or of Israel yearning for 
the fleshpots of Egypt. 

In other instances the effort grows 
extreme and drastic, going far beyond 
what is necessary. How drab men’s 
ties have become! True, the change 
has reduced the number of tasteless 
and flamboyant Christmas cravats. 
But this depressing predominance 
of mauve and subdued colors! As 
though bright colors — and joyous 
emotions — and material pleasures 
—-were things to be ashamed of! 

Luther’s vigorous, wholesome Zest 
of living included a joyous use of 
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material things. His healthy philos- 
ophy of life was rooted in the incar- 
nation of Jesus Christ. 

“In great spiritual affliction,” Lu- 
ther said, “nothing has helped me 
more than the comfort of this truth. 
I have resisted the attacks of Satan 
with this doctrine, that the true, eter- 
nal Son of God is bone of my bone 
and flesh of my flesh.” 

Need we be surprised that Luther 
was) one of «the first.to celebrate 
Christmas by bringing a tree into his 
home, if, indeed, he was not even 
the originator of the idea? 


Sense of Ease 

Two extremes have plagued the 
church — the glut of materialism and 
the drastic denial of the physical. 
But he who has a heart well poised 
between the spiritual and the mate- 
rial will use both with a sense of 
freedom and ease. 

‘How can I avoid extremes?” 
Keep the balanced viewpoint of the 
Bible. “Love not the things that are 
in the world” with a love that is blind 
and disproportionate and misleading. 
Otherwise, remember that “every 
creature of God is good.” 

What of those who will lack ma- 
terial things this Christmas? How 
eagerly we ought to help them! Why 
engage in merely routine giving? 

And why merely pray for the des- 
titute and wish them well? Let us 
give them food, clothing, and shelter, 
as the apostle James says. But also, 
and in some cases first of all, let us 
give them Bibles and other Christian 
literature, recordings of great church 
music, inspiring masterpieces (in re- 
prints) of truly rich religious art, and 
similar gifts. 

If at all possible, however, let us 
give them the benefit of our own 
physical presence, in the flesh, to 
encourage them and to speak words 
of heavenly comfort to their soul and 
spirit. This would be a “material” 
Christmas of the highest sort! 

We wish you a material Christmas 
if God Himself intends so to enrich 
your spiritual observance and enjoy- 
ment of the great Festival of the 
Perfect Gift. And may all of us use 
our material blessings as the Father 
Himself does: to lead souls to the 
supreme joys of the spirit. 


nda 
Evangelical 
Lutheran 


Church Road Ahead—Pav 


Philosopher Damodaran, avowed atheist, 
wouldn’t be “‘caught dead’’ without his 
lucky beads and charm amulet. 


Seeking ‘‘holiness’’ with hygienic disre- 
gard, Devaneson cleanses himself within 
and without in stagnant temple pool. 


New Gods 
and 
Ancient Deities 


If you would like to know just why our fellow Lutherans 
in India felt somewhat shaky during the countdown toward inde- 
pendence, think of yourself as a member of a 13,000-communi- 
cant-member church body. 

You're in a small corner of a country half the size of the 
U. S. but inhabited by one seventh of the world’s population and 
steeped in centuries of paganism. Only two of every hundred 
countrymen are Christian, and one of every four have never heard 
of Jesus. 

To communicate in this nation, a blend of racial strains, 
you must cut through a snarl of 15 major languages and some 700 
dialects. Only one in three can read or write, and the vast majority 


are impoverished and disease-ridden. 


Aji ha oe, 


The West exports not only the Gospel but also glamorized sex and crime. 
Tawdry cinema “‘palaces’’ draw hordes, saturate Christian, Hindu, and 


Muslim alike with the lust of the flesh. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


emple pujaris hold evening rites — one of many 
igns of a resurgent Hinduism. 


You would see venerable traditions and time-honored 
alues crumbling under the impact of free nationalism while the new 
ods of education, industrialization, and materialism clamor for al- 
giance along with the ancient deities of Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, 
ikhs, Jains, Parsees, and others. 

:- On every side you could see and feel the pressure of a 
ultigod environment constantly and cunningly applied in a multi- 
licity of ways by the ‘‘prince of the power of the air.” 


And there would. be a catch in your voice and a prayer 


. your heart as you second the appeal of Rev. B. H. Jackayya, 
our church’s first General Secretary, to your sister church in America: 
‘We want you to stand by us. We need the help of 
reign missionaries. We need it now. We will need it in the future. 
ne government has tightened restrictions and rules of entry for these 
issionaries. They must prove that they will be of benefit to India 
efore they are granted entry permits. Only medical missionaries 
nd those with training in social welfare, agriculture, education, etc., 
re granted visas. 
. “How long this period of grace will last we do not know. 
1e future, however, is safe in the hands of the Lord of the church 
nd the universe. May He help us all to make use of this opportunity 


e have to the fullest extent possible!” 


Magic man lures passersby with the tranquilizers 
of his trade: potions, powders, peacock feathers, 
bones of beasts and birds. 


always-hung. 
Indian 
the promises 
of godless 

Communism 
posea 
constant 

attraction. — 


— 


Paragons of devotion, Muslims bow before 
Allah at their mosque. 


But Run It Did 


A decade after India became an independent state in 
the British Commonwealth of Nations, Synod’s India mission followed 
suit by becoming an indigenous church in the sisterhood of churches 
in fellowship with Synod. 

It took the India Evangelical Lutheran Church 63 years to 
turn this corner. At first, while negotiating the tricky curve and 
glimpsing the steep, rocky road ahead, the IELC was inclined to run 


scared. But run it did and not uncertainly. 


Taking a new look at itself, at the new world into which 
it had been plunged, and above all at its age-old source of assurance: 
“Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might,’’ the infant 
church could see every mile of the road ahead paved with op- 
portunity. 

Like the Greeks of old, the Tamil Lutherans had a word 
for it — TARUNOTHAYAM, ‘‘Dawn of Opportunity.”’ 


Rosy-hued slogans alone, realistic leaders knew, would 


not power the new church up the rugged road ahead. Saga Satchi 


was the action phrase that began to vitalize and ‘‘unitize’’ the IELC 
as a ‘‘force in being’’ that is now lighting up the dawn with the rays 


of Gospel power. 


Hindu student, attracted by the quiet peace 
and joy of friendly Christian couple, asks for and 
gets the “reason for the hope’’ in them. 


With a smile and a tract vivacious Velu comes as Christ’s 
witness to a fellow villager. 
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by Tuticorin members, Ganapathy 
Aimoon-bibi search the Scriptures 
paration for Baptism. 


The positive witness of father Kesavan leading 
his family in daily devotions does not go 
unnoticed by non-Christian neighbors. 


al 


Long regarded as social nonentities, India’s women are reached 
best by woman-to-woman witness. Here the Pilgrim Mothers’ 
Association, Madras, prepares for house-to-house Gospel visits. 


‘“‘Co-brother witness’ is a good English rendering for this 
power thrust. It brings together the rank and file of entire congrega- 
tions to ‘‘study up" on Bible course lessons and to tool up with tracts 
and Gospel portions. In face-to-face confrontation each member 
fills up a friend, relative, fellow worker with what he has learned — 
and then comes back for more. 

Saga Satchi or its equivalent may well find a place on 
other church calendars. After a week-long study course each member 
writes the name of an unconverted relative or friend on a prayer 
slip, wraps it about a coin offering to cover the cost of the Gospel 
portion, and lays it on the altar. He then picks up a Gospel portion 
and a correspondence course in tract form to share with the one 
for whom he and his fellow Christians are praying. 

Indications of Saga Satchi penetration are beginning to 
show in statistics. Membership figures which after 50 years of India 
work stood at 16,600 baptized and 5,800 communicants have since 
1946 doubled at 32,700 and 12,800. The number of national 
pastors has more than tripled (to 112), while the rate of American 


and European mission personnel has held at about 40 (currently 37). 


Missionary 
Muscle 


acted 


Teaching Christ’s love for little ones may include 
such VBS extras as a glass of milk (a rare treat to 
thousands of pinched little bodies), sore salves, 
vitamins, and sometimes the first good bath in weeks. 


+ 


Introduced a few years ago to the old familiar America 
institution, the vacation Bible school, India Lutherans were soo 


amazed at the missionary ‘‘muscle” of this arm of church wor 


In many villages last spring some 7,500 youngsters fro 
tots to teens could be seen scampering along with homemade school 
bags bearing a large cross and the words “Jesus is the Savior. 
Most of the youngsters turned into Hindu or Muslim homes, where 
more often than not they opened the way for a friendly recepimnl 


and a chance for teachers and pastors to plant the Gospel. 
' 


“You really love the little ones, don't you?”’ said a villaga 
magistrate who attended VBS closing exercises. He came lookin 


for faults but left with promises to send his own children next year 


| 

The tenfold jump in VBS attendance the past five year: 

gives vast promise for developing VBS into a tremendous yet eco 
nomical (25 cents per enrollee) missionary agency. | 
: 

IELC, however, is blessed with a much more solid educa- 


tional system: over 100 elementary schools with 10,200 students, 
300 teachers, and four high schools enrolling some 2,000. Twe 


thirds of the children are from non-Christian homes. 


Teaching personnel is supplied by Concordia Teacher 
Training School at Ambur. Students take a two-year course, fol- 
lowed by a year at the Nagercoil seminary and perhaps a year 


or two of degree work at a government school. 


The Nagercoil seminary, now in its 37th year of service, 
has given the India church 176 pastors, 115 of whom are still in 
active service. Dr. M. L. Kretzmann, veteran of 31 years in India, 


heads a faculty of three American and two national instructors. 


Tuticorin children are as fascinated 
by flannelgraph Bible stories 

as children in Tucson or Toronto. 
Sitting on the grass-matted floor is 
a normal worship posture also for 
grownups in many India churches. 
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Ravi is happy because he can pay off a little 
on his debt to the shopkeeper. 


1 farm worker labors hard for 45 cents a day when 
is available. 


wife may try to ... Or by hand-winnowing Christians like faithful Grace Amma of Tuticorin practice 
alement family income rice from the chaff. a beautiful stewardship in ‘‘Pidi Arisi’ — the first handful 
Nailing grain. of each day’s rice is set apart for the Lord. 


t On Sunday mothers bring their family offering 
of “‘Lord’s rice’”’ to the altar. 


Under its 20-year plan to become independent in fact 
yell as in name the IELC will reduce by 5% each year its subsidy 


1 the Missouri Synod. 
The three-year-old church is climbing hard on the steward- 


road as well as on the evangelism road into its dawn of 


ortunity. 
The first year’s 5% cut meant a 100% increase in offer- 


by her members. 
A rough equivalent of ‘‘Pidi Arisi’’ for an American family 


Id be to dedicate the first hour’s take-home pay each day to 


Lord. 
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Recording South Indian music for “‘Bringing Christ to the Nations”’ 


at the Lutheran Hour branch office. 


Two members in this group 


were baptized this year by Pastor Thomas Edward. 


Outreach Program 
Of Its Own 


Instead of being wholly wrapped up in 
the strains and growing pains of newfound 
independence, as might be expected, the 
young India Church has already launched 
outreach programs of its own. 

Five years ago the IELC released one 
of its pastors, Rev. P. Philipdas, as its first 
overseas missionary to Ceylon, just off the 
south coast. Missionary Philipdas joined 
a small group of American workers to 
help expand footholds in the capital city 
of Colombo and in the tea estate country 
about Nuwara Eliya. 

About the same time the young church 
made the long leap to Bombay and opened 
a Gospel invasion in the heavily popu- 
lated industrial cities of the west and 
north. In this modern Babel, where some 
40 languages are spoken and heathen 
outnumber Christians 200 to 1, Pastors 
James Selvaraj and J. C. Gamaliel have 


started four congregations and other 
preaching stations. 
Since attaining their independence, 


India Lutherans are more than ever fac- 
ing up to their responsibility in what is 
often called ‘“‘the most difficult mission 
work in the world,’’ converting ‘‘hated”’ 
Muslim neighbors, who make up one tenth 
of the population. Eighteen national 
workers are enlisted in this slogging, up- 
hill work, led by Missionaries Henry Otten 
and Roland E, Miller in the West Coast- 
Kerala field and by Missionaries Ernest 
Hahn and Luther Engelbrecht in the East 
Coast-Vaniyambadi field. 

Because Christian radio messages are 
frowned upon by government-owned sta- 
tions, radio can provide only limited as- 
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sistance for evangelism efforts. A few 
years ago Radio Ceylon banned ‘‘Bringing 
Christ to the Nations’’ broadcasts. Since 
that time Lutheran Hour programs, taped 
in Madras under supervision of branch 
manager John G. Steinhoff, are beamed 
to India from a Manila, P.1I., station in 
Tamil, Malayalam, Hindi, and Telugu. 


Rushing 
Business 


Seeing the crowds mill about Ambur’s 
Shree Talkies showhouse, waiting to see 
Cecil B. DeMille’s The Ten Commandments, 
Pastor Devadoss, missionary to the area’s 
Muslims, hit on an idea. Why not try to 
sell these folks the real Ten Command- 
ments — and the Gospel too? 

Said and done! Rallying volunteers 
from the Young Men's Association of 
Immanuel Church, Bethesda Hospital staff 


members, and students of Concordia Trail 
ing School, missionaries in a few ho 

had a book booth open for business ¢ 
rectly under a sign which proclaimed tit 
cinema attraction in foot-high Tamil letter 

“The young men reporteds a rushin 
business,’’ writes Missionary John G, | 
Naumann, who went out with a camet 
to catch the scene: vendors’ stalls d 
pensing the latest popular drink calle 
Fruitnick, Beedi ‘‘Special’’ cigarets (“‘Ya 
get a handful wrapped in a tree lee 
for a nickel, and they taste like it, too" 
hawkers of sweetmeats, betel leaf, ar 
areca nuts. 

“Our booth showed real bargain’ 
a Good News (Gospel portion) for on 
anna (2 cents) and a chance to pass th 
time reading while waiting for the ne: 
show to start. The first night they sol 
24 rupees’ ($5) worth and in fot 
languages. | 

“Along with the Gospel of St. John w 
sold an illustrated tract giving the life o 
the Savior in metric form. This becam 
immediately popular when one of th 
young men with a gift for singing gay 
a demonstration. 

“Copies of Exodus, which contains th 
story of the Ten Commandments, wer 
soon exhausted, and an SOS went out t 
our Concordia Book Depot in Vaniyambax 
for more. 

“We continued the project every nigl 
till the picture finished its run, and hop 
to repeat it every time there is a popule 
picture in town.” 

“Most welcome news’’ is Missionar 
Naumann’s postscripted reaction to wor 
that the Lutheran Women's Missionar 
League had earmarked $70,000 for th 
church’s Literacy and Literature Progran 

“There is a great awakening in th 
new India and a new desire for bool 
and more books,’’ he adds. ‘‘More an 
better books, simply written, with illu 
trations and attractive covers, books fe 
general consumption to sell at cost ¢ 
even below cost—this is the need « 
the hour.”’ 


Ambur Concordia students man Gosssel stall in front of Shree Talkies. 
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New Spirit of India Lutheranism 


_ Embodying the new spirit of India 
utheranism and cementing bonds be- 
ween mother and daughter church 
odies half a world apart is a third- 
yeneration India Lutheran — Dr. Vic- 
oria C. James. 

On furlough from Bethesda Hospital, 
Ambur, where she joined the staff in 
960, Dr. James last June came to the 
st. Louis Lutheran Hospital for a year 
»f general internship. 

“Father always reminded us that our 
ives must be given to serve the Lord,” 
aid the pretty 28-year-old M.D., 
ourth of the nine children of Pastor 
and Mrs. J. C. James of Trivandrum. 
All nine children are living, ‘‘some- 
hing very unusual among large fam- 
lies in India,’’ she explained. 

Brother Gamaliel became a pastor 
and is now missionary in Bombay. An 
Ider sister married the headmaster of 
he Lutheran high school, and a 
younger is training for social welfare 
work. 
~ “Sometimes it seemed | was taking 
he hard road to service,’’ she said, 
ixing her sparkling bright eyes on her 
white doctor’s uniform. ‘“‘But | am 
nore than ever convinced that my work 
s the best possible investment of my 
ife for my God and my people.” 

She had started out in nurses train- 
ng, gave it up for two years of college 
ind a possible career in education, 
when the church offered a scholarship 
n medicine: the church would pay one 
hird of her expenses if her family 
-ould handle the rest and if she could 
qualify. 
~ Qualifying meant proving her mettle 
yy serving for a year as a hospital 
ward aid. She stuck it out and in 1958 
yraduated from Christian Medical Col- 
ege, Vellore, founded by the famed 
Ir. Ida S. Scudder. 

Because the women of India, Mus- 
ims in particular, seldom permit them- 
elves to be treated by male phy- 
icians, Dr. James sees unusual oppor- 
unities to share her Christian convic- 
ions as she deals professionally with 
hose of her own sex. 

“Even when people are drawn to 
“hrist, many find it very hard to let go 
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of their superstitions and heathen cus- 
toms,’’ she added. ‘Many of these | 
feel | can help through service of Chris- 
tian love. As one missionary said, 
‘Muslims do not hear what yau are say- 
ing but only what you are doing.’ ”’ 

Ranking with the Nagercoil and Am- 
bur training schools and the Vaniyam- 
badi ‘‘Concordia Press’’ as the India 
Church’s finest assets, according to 
Dr. James, is the solid establishment of 
medical evangelism. (Already in 1913 
Nurse Louise Ellermann opened the 
clinic which has developed into today’s 
130-bed Bethesda Hospital.) 

‘But we feel so very small,’’ she con- 
tinued. ‘‘The task is so large that our 
work always seems so slow. We need 
more leaders. But our members are 
generally so poor they cannot pay the 
\ expense of college training for their 
| children. 

“One of our greatest needs is a 
scholarship program to train doctors 
\ and nurses and other professional 
\ people who can bear Christian testi- 
mony along with their work. Laladoss, 
\ a young chap from my province, is 

. now the only one following my foot- 
steps. He is training at Vellore io help 
staff the new hospital at Wandoor.”’ 

Karunalaya (House of Mercy) dis- 
pensary at Wandoor, effective adjunct 
of the West Coast Muslim work, will be 
expanded to a 60-bed hospitai through 
a $58,000 LWML grant — a boost to 
the spirit of India Lutheranism, as is 
ec every token of interest and concern. 


Prayer for India Evangelical Lutheran Church 


O God, who didst send forth Thy Son to redeem the world, grant that His 
saving Gospel may continue to have free course and be preached to the joy and 
edifying of our fellow Christians in India. Of Thy mercy give them wisdom, 
strength, and courage to overcome all hindrances. Favor them with faithful 
leadership and unity of purpose, and prosper all their endeavors to serve the 
souls and bodies of men. Keep our eyes and hearts open fo their pressing needs 
that we may joyfully support their efforts and those of all our young churches 
throughout the world. Hasten the promised day, we pray Thee, when at the 
name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess Him as Lord and 
join in singing, ‘‘Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.”’ 


Amen. 
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AST YEAR WE STARTED making 
| preparations early in October to 

celebrate the Christmas festival. 
We need time and patience to ready 
a “program.” 

I met with the Sunday school chil- 
dren as often as possible, training them 
to present a Christmas pageant. It was 
called Alrededor del Pesebre, that is, 
“Around the Manger.” My wife made 
all the costumes. 

We presented the pageant at three 
different places. Senor Angel Felix 
Lisboa, our lay preacher, used the same 
program in two other villages. 


Pig Ate Recitation 


At each place our Christians were 
eager to recite Christmas poetry — par- 
ents as well as children! 

One day when the children were 
rehearsing their poesias, I called on 
a little girl to recite. She broke into 
tears, saying, “I couldn’t learn it.” 

“Why not?” I inquired. 

“Our pig ate it,” she sobbed. It 


CHRISTMAS 
IN 


VENEZUELA 


BY GERHARD ZEUCH 


seems that the family pig had gotten 
hold of her Christmas “piece” and de- 
voured it. 

IDs) inveyi Cay,” I Coymeye) (eel Invery, “All: 
will do him good.” 


Chicken-Feather Tree 


On Christmas Day there was no 
snow, of course. The weather is nearly 
the same all year, between 85 and 90 
degrees F. 

At two places we held our services 
in the chapel. At the other we wor- 
shiped under the glittering stars because 
the houses are too small. It always gets 
dark here at about 6 P. M. 

We had lighted candles on our little 
Christmas tree, made of a stick, wire, 
and some green chicken feathers. 

At each station about 200 people as- 
sembled for worship. Many do not 
come to church during the year. What 
an opportunity to preach Christ the 
Savior! Gladly, with bright and shining 
eyes, the congregation sang Noche de 
paz — “Silent Night.” 


Competition from Domingo 


The sermon was delivered by my 
father, Rev. Enrique Zeuch. Nobody 
spoke during the service. (People often 
interrupt a speaker here.) With rapt. 
attention they listened to the “on earth 
peace” message of the angels and what 
it means in their lives. 

After the sermon about 200 voices 
said, “Si, verdad,” that is, “Yes, that’s! 
right.” So we knew they understood it. 

We had our “program” after the 
service. A woman named Abigail 
stepped before the congregation with 
her baby in her arms. She recited 
some verses about the little Child born 
in Bethlehem. Suddenly Baby Domingo 
started to cry. Without any embarrass- 
ment she nursed him there, continuing 
her recitation despite competition from 
Domingo. 


Wrong Mother 


During the pageant one of the little 
fellows, a “shepherd,” was to point to 
the Virgin Mary and say, “Without 
doubt, she is the mother.” But he 
forgot his lines. My wife was the 
prompter. When she whispered what 
to say, he became confused, pointed to 
my wife and said, “Sin duda, la madre 
es ella.” (‘Without doubt, she is the 
mother.”’) 

Still it was a blessed Christmas for 
all. Though it was not so highly cul- 
tured a celebration as you have in 
North America, our people, young and 
old, rejoiced in the thrilling message: 
“Unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, which is Christ, 
the Lord.” 


TESTING YOUR RELIGIOUS VOCABULARY 


Gollowing are words used in religious discussion, articles, and sermons. Check 
the definition which you think comes closest in meaning to the key word. A score 
of four correct answers is average; five, good; six, excellent. Answers on page 20. 


1. Incarnate 
(A) God with us 
(B) in the flesh 
(C) by promise 
2. Magi 
(A) kings 
{B) astrologers 
(C) a priestly order 


14 


3. Myrrh 
(A) gum 
(B) incense 
(C) perfume 
4. Pastor 


(A) watchman 
(B) servant 
(C) shepherd 


BY RICHARD J. SCHOLZ 


(606) 


5. Suffrages 


(A) persons afflicted 

(B) short petitions 

(C) voting members 
6. Apocrypha 


(A) lost Bible books 
(B) Book of Revelation 
(C) books not genuine 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


F WE HAVE AN OLD LEAF-RAKE Which 

belonged to an early pioneer, we 
-may be tempted not to use it but 
preserve it as a keepsake. Other 
Id things, valued in themselves, may 
e€ too precious to use. The crown 
wels of England, for example, once 
sed regularly, are now on display 
nder heavy guard in the “Jewel Room” 
f the Tower of London. Dr. C. F. W. 
alther compared the Lutheran Con- 
essions to such a “jewel room” or 
trophy room.” 

One of the reasons which moved the 
Saxon Lutherans” to leave Germany 
as their desire to establish in America 
church in which the whole Word of 
od could be taught in its truth and 
urity. This desire implied a strong 
dherence to all the Lutheran confes- 
ional writings. 

As Walther became recognized as 
he leader of these and other “old,” 
r conservative, Lutherans in America, 
he concern for a confessional Lu- 
heranism became pronounced. In fact, 
ven before the Missouri Synod was 
rganized, Walther held that a special 
aragraph stating the theological foun- 
jations of the new church should be 
irafted. He urged that the Synod be 
yased on the Word of God and on all 
he Symbols of our church and “that 
ll syncretistic activity by synodical 
nembers be barred and excluded by 
4 special paragraph in the constitution.” 


SWIMMING AGAINST STREAM 


This course of action amounted to 
wimming against the stream of Amer- 
can Lutheranism in his day. While he 
was advocating confessional loyalty, 
Mther Lutherans attempted to adjust 
he Augsburg Confession, particularly 
yn the doctrine of Baptism and Holy 
Sommunion. They suggested that the 
listinct Scriptural emphasis on bap- 
ismal grace and regeneration be “prot- 
stantized,” that Baptism simply become 
in initiatory service. In Holy Com- 
nunion, they proposed to teach, Christ 
s present “emblematically.” 

To Walther, however, a faithful, un- 
hanging subscription to the Lutheran 
confessional writings contained in the 
300k of Concord was an utter necessity 
or the teacher of the church as well 
is for its members. Such subscription 
mphasized that these writings agreed 
vith Scripture. 

Whoever says, “I want to be a Lu- 
heran,” thereby confesses and pledges 
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himself to the symbolical books and 
to the doctrines contained in them, 
Walther held. “And he who says that 
he wants to be a Lutheran pastor there- 
with confesses that he not only holds 
the articles of faith in these books to 
be true and right but that he also will 
preach them, defend them, and seek 
to spread them as God gives him grace 
and power.” 


“CHILDREN’S SHOES” 


When Walther and his co-workers 
were accused of wearing the “children’s 
shoes” to be laid aside in an enlightened 
age, or that the Confessions were simply 
“colored glasses through which a person 
sees the Bible and the teachings of his 
sect” or “polluted channels — muddied 
through the mixing of human error,” 
Walther countered emphatically: “ 
we do not believe in the teachings .. . 
because . . . they are contained in the 
Symbols but because they are taken 
from the Word of God; not because 
Luther and other respectable learned 
men of God believed and taught them 
but because they agree with Holy Scrip- 
(fibine,* 

When it was claimed that in the 
church Scripture alone should be used 
without the Confessions, Walther suc- 
cinctly presented the aspects of the two: 
‘Tt is folly to make a comparison be- 
tween the Scriptures and the Confes- 
sions. The Bible is, so to speak, 
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WALTHER’S “JEWEL ROOM’ 


God’s confession to us. The symbolical 
writings are our confessions to God. 
The Bible is God’s question to men: 
Do you believe My Word? The sym- 
bolical writings are men’s answer: Yea, 
Lord, we believe what You say. The 
Bible is the chest in which all treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge of God lie 
hidden. The symbolical writings are 
the jewel room in which the church 
has deposited as in a spiritual store- 
house all the treasures which in the 
course of hundreds of years she has 
with great effort drawn and dug out 
of the treasury of the Bible. 

“Should we dissolutely throw away 
the fruit of the Reformation, the booty 
of a thousand-year-long battle of the 
whole Christian church, the spiritual 
inheritance of our spiritual fathers? 
Would we actually, faithlessly surrender 
to our enemies and sacrifice to the in- 
difference of our times that for which 
countless martyrs shed their blood and 
which the church, after enduring the 
most terrible persecutions, has as its 
trophy of victory?” 


FRESH AND CRISP 


Walther’s admonition and encourage- 
ment is fresh and crisp: “Oh, let us 
then . . . be on guard against those 
who refuse to build on the building 
of the church’s past but would build 
something new. Consider what the 
apostle wrote in Ephesians 4— that 
there is one body, one faith, one Bap- 
tism, so also one true church and one 
correct doctrine which is not now being 
found for the first time, but which 
always was and will continue unchanged 
until the end of days so that all new 
doctrines and new churches are false 
doctrines and false churches. Thus we 
participate in the victory of all true 
contenders for the unadulterated Word 
of God and become fellow heirs to the 
full blessings of the Reformation.” 
(Lutheraner, V, Jan. 23, 1849, 81—84) 

On these symbols The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod has_ stood 
unwaveringly since its founding in 
1847, when the second article of its 
constitution was drafted as an unalter- 
able paragraph. This adherence, pro- 
vided under God through the leadership 
of our first President, Dr. Walther, sup- 
plies the essential reason for the con- 
tinued existence of our church. Without 
this position on Scripture and the Con- 
fessions we would have no reason to 
exist as a synod. 
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What's th ANSWER? 


I; it not sinful to erect statues honoring Martin LOU SE 
Dr. C.F. W. Walther, and other outstanding men of God: 


If statues of such men were erected for the purpose of praying 
to them, or if these men were honored as the givers of the spiritual 
blessings we enjoy, your question would be well taken. God forbid 
that we should ever, as a church or as individuals, engage in idol- 
atrous hero worship or ascribe to men, however great, the honor 
and glory belonging to God alone, the Giver of all good gifts. 

On the other hand Holy Scripture itself exhorts us to remember 
those who have the rule over us, that is, our spiritual leaders, who 
have spoken to us the Word of God (Heb. 13:7). Rightly, there- 
fore, during the recent Reformation season did many Lutheran 
communities arrange mass services in memory of the great leaders 
mentioned above. By God’s grace they, through loyalty to the 
Scriptures and courage in the face of opposition, bequeathed to us 
priceless spiritual treasures. 

At these services thanksgiving and praise were not directed to 
Luther and Walther but to God, whose noble instruments they were. 
Nor were any prayers addressed to these men of God. By the same 
token we may well have statues of them and be reminded, as often 
as we see them, of the great things God has done for us through 
these men, and thank Him ever and again for His goodness. 


Is it necessary to have a church service on Christmas Day? 


_ Not by divine command. God’s children in the New Testament 
are not under a ceremonial law as were the believers of the Old 
Covenant, in which God Himself had instituted the weekly Sabbath, 
the great festivals, and various rites and ceremonies. All these ordi- 
nances were a shadow of things to come, the body being of Christ 
(Col. 2:16, 17); that is to say, the ordinances foreshadowed the 
person and work of the coming Messiah and were abolished as 
unnecessary when Christ had come and fulfilled His mission. In the 
New Testament God has left the arrangement of worship services 
entirely to the discretion and judgment of Christian people, whom 
He regards as being of age. (Gal. 4:1-11) 

On the other hand, our Lutheran Church has arranged and pro- 
motes special days and observances, not as though they were or- 
dained by God, but for the edification and strengthening of the 
faith of its membership. While God has not instituted these special 
services, He wants us to remember Him and His great works for 
our salvation (John 14:26; 1 Cor. 11:24-26; 2 Tim. 2S heb. 0325 
2Peter 1212.13), Hearing the Word read and expounded in public 
worship and partaking of the Holy Supper are means of keeping us 
in such remembrance of Him. Hence the holy writer’s appeal: 
“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is.” (Heb. 10:25) 

To be specific, then, the Bible is silent about having a Christmas 
service, as it is also silent about the actual date of Christ’s birth. 
Nevertheless the annual celebration of our Savior’s birth with 
festival services on Christmas Day is an opportunity every true 
child of God appreciates and cherishes. What if God did not ordain 
this festival? It not only enables us to thank and praise God for 
the birth of His Son but also helps us learn to understand and 
prize the blessings our Savior’s birth brings to us. 

True children of God will not be concerned whether a church 
service 1s necessary on Christmas Day, but will eagerly look forward 
to the Christmas festival with its life-giving and never-dying angelic 
message: “Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ, the Lord.” Otto E. Sonn 
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| 
FAMILY enONce 


é ° : 
Nagging Wife | 

My wife and I have been married fo) 
ten years. Lately I have begun to weai 
down under her nagging. If she want! 
something done, I get hammered on, com| 
plained to, and argued at until I get it done: 
I am continually talked to about something 
I didn’t do, forgot, misunderstood. Even 


a trip to church is a big deal. I can’ 
understand why she is so bossy. 


There are a number of possible reasons 
why your wife nags as she does and why 
you are the object of her nagging. 

Is your wife ill? Has she had a physica! 
checkup lately? Is she forced to do some: 
thing against her will or wishes, say, remair 
in a smaller house when she feels she needs 
a bigger one? Is some deep frustration or 
resentment eating away at her? | 

There must be some reason why she is 
failing in Christian love and common de. 
cency, why she is not accepting you ir 
kindness, why she is unhappy in life anc 
therefore unhappy with you. | 

Now some questions concerning you. Is 
your wife disappointed in you? Do you 
live up to her expectations? Are you lazy 
do you bungle, do you procrastinate? Dec 
you knowingly do things which irritate her’ 
Are you less responsible and efficient than 
she is? Does she need to manage things 
because you won’t or don’t? She may resent 
that she has to take things in hand, and 
her true feelings may come out in nagging 
She may really want you to assert your 


rights and take charge of the situation 


St. Paul speaks to all bossy people when 
he says that Christians should not give over 
to such behavior. “Be angry but do not sin,’ 
he says. “Let no evil talk come out of 
your mouths but only such as is good for 
edifying, as fits the occasion, that it may 
impart grace to those who hear” (Ephe- 
sians 4:26, 29 RSV). He also says to hus. 
bands and wives that they should fit in witt 
One another out of reverence for Christ 
This is the relationship that Christians wil 
strive for in the power of the Gospel. 

Your relationship with each other need: 
to be strengthened, and your love for eact 
other needs to be expressed. Your Christiar 
faith, your happiness and welfare are a’ 
stake. Join your hearts in family devotions 
Take time and occasion to talk seriously 
about your life together. It may sometime: 
be necessary to become quite firm witt 
your wife — but do it in a very lovins 
spirit, in quietness and brevity. 


Harry G. Comner 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


n Oct. 31 and Nov. 1 the members 
of the Doctrinal Unity Committee 
of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 

ynod and the members of the Praesidium 

oncluded their exploratory discussions 
ith the representatives of the National 
utheran Council. At the meeting Dr. Alvin 
ogness delivered a _ paper entitled 

‘Toward Cooperation Among American 

utherans,”’ and Dr. Martin Franzmann 

resented an essay under the heading 

‘What Kind of Cooperation Is Possible in 

iew of Discussions to Date?’’ These 

resentations — as were the papers de- 
ivered at the two previous meetings — 

ill be mailed to all Lutheran pastors in 

merica before the close of the current 

ear. The hope is expressed that pastors 
nd people will give serious study to the 

ix essays. 


While the Franzmann and Rogness 
apers differed in emphases, in essence 
he two presentations were identical. The 
common summary of the two papers, pre- 
pared by Drs. Rogness and Franzmann, 
states: 


The two papers agree that the cooperative 
association of the Lutheran churches of 
America ought to be cooperative in the full 
and churchly sense; that is, it is agreed that 
the common operations of such an associa- 
tion should be the common, continued sub- 
mission to ‘‘the scrutiny of the Word of God 
and our common confession,” that ‘“‘the 
churches . . . be allied . . . with one an- 
other in the task of examination, definition, 
reproof, correction, and communication.” 


Doctor Rogness’ paper lays greater stress 
on the need of cooperative activity (dia- 
konia) among Lutherans and of a “unified 
and common consensus” in the Lutheran 
witness to the “family of Christian churches,” 
while Doctor Franzmann’s paper concen- 
trates more on the inner necessity of a theo- 
logical dialog between Lutherans. 


Both papers see in current developments 
in American Lutheranism an opportunity to 
be grasped and stress the desirability of an 

“association of American Lutherans, as a suc- 
cessor to the NLC, in which the Lutheran 
churches of America can face together their 
common responsibility of a confessional wit- 
ness to one another and to all men and can 
exploit opportunities for cooperative service. 


A report on the three meetings prepared 
in rough draft by Drs. Walter Wolbrecht 
and Paul Empie and refined by the entire 
group present at the Oct. 31—Noy. 1 
meeting follows: 


For the past two years conversations have 
been going on between representatives of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod and 
of the National Lutheran Council to discuss 
the issue of Lutheran cooperation. These 
talks were initiated by the National Lu- 
theran Council, which invited all Lutheran 
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church bodies in the United States to par- 
ticipate. They were occasioned by the fact 
that after 1962 there will undoubtedly be 
a streamlining of the Council's structure that 
it might continue to serve effectively as 
a joint agency of the newly merged churches 
(The American Lutheran and the Lutheran 
Church in America) in the years ahead, 
which development seemed to afford a 
unique opportunity for all Lutheran churches 
in America to re-examine the contemporary 
possibilities with respect to Lutheran cooper- 
ation, 


Three major consultations have been held, 
preceded and interspersed by smaller meet- 
ings of a preparatory nature. .. . 


Two things became apparent. The papers 
and the discussions revealed that there are 
still points of doctrine which require further 
systematic study. Further, these conversa- 
tions established the fact that there is a far 
greater extent of consensus on the subjects 
discussed than had been generally realized. 


At the third consultation, therefore, it was 
necessary for the groups to evaluate the 
consensus which had become apparent in 
order to determine the kind of Lutheran 
cooperation which might be based upon it. 
An unstated but active factor in the delib- 
erations was the context of developments in 
the Lutheran scene in America in recent 
years. Since differences exist both within 
and among all Lutheran church bodies and 
associations of Lutheran church bodies, the 
question had to be faced: On what basis can 
a positive cooperative Christian witness be 
made in this country in fulfillment of the 
full Lutheran evangelical mission without 
compromising the affirmations or distinctive 
viewpoints of any of the church bodies in- 
volved? 


It was the unanimous judgment of all par- 
ticipants in these consultations that the 
papers and discussions have revealed a con- 
sensus on the doctrine of the Gospel and the 
meaning of confessional subscription suffi- 
cient to justify further exploration regarding 
the possible establishment of a cooperative 
agency to replace the National Lutheran 
Council as presently constituted. The suc- 
cessor agency would have as one of its 
major functions the continuing of theological 
studies with the objective of achieving ever 
greater unity. Therefore it has been agreed 
that the representatives of the two groups 
participating in these consultations request 
their ecclesiastical authorities to submit to 
the next conventions of the churches in- 
volved resolutions which would authorize 
the appointment of representatives to ne- 
gotiate with representatives from other Lu- 
theran church bodies in this country regard- 
ing a possible future cooperative association 
of Lutheran churches in America. This pro- 
posal contemplates that the formal relation- 
ships are to be in accord with the following 
guiding principles: 

1. All Lutheran church bodies in the 
United States are to be invited to participate 
in the planning and formation of the new 
association. 

2. The new association is to serve as 
a Lutheran interchurch agency for common 
theological study and for Christian service: 
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a. Common Theological Study: the agency 
is to seek in a systematic and continuing 
way theological consensus on the basis of 
the Scriptures and the witness of the Lu- 
theran Confessions. 


b. Christian Service: the agency is to give 
participating bodies opportunity to work to- 
gether in the fulfilling of their responsibility 
of Christian service in functions to be speci- 
fied in the constitution and bylaws of the 
agency. 

3. (Limitations) 

a. The establishment of pulpit and altar 
fellowship and organic unions shall be out- 
side the sphere of the agency. Formal steps 
toward their objectives shall be left to the 
initiative and decision of the church bodies 
concerned, 


b. Except for theological studies, each 
participating body shall have the option of 
declining cooperation in individual activities 
of the agency. 


c. Cooperation in the several activities 
carried on by the agency is to be limited 
to the participating bodies. Only by unani- 
mous consent of the participating bodies of 
the agency may exceptions be made. 


4. Participating bodies shall be free to 
enter into or continue relationships outside 
this agency. 

The participants in the consultations have 
prayed for the guiding presence of the Holy 
Spirit and thank God for the fact that these 
conversations have been fruitful. They have 
also prayed that He will direct any future 
steps in order that our beloved Lutheran 
church in this country may be found sensi- 
tive to Christ's voice and obedient to His 
will. 

As the report indicates, Missouri's Doc- 
trinal Unity Committee will ask the Cleve- 
land convention for permission to partici- 
pate in the creation of a new cooperative 
agency in American Lutheranism. The 
ultimate adoption or rejection of the con- 
stitution formally creating the agency 
would be reserved to a subsequent con- 
vention. 


The agency would have a dual function: 
continued theological study and cooperat- 
ing “according to the initiative and deci- 
sion of the church bodies concerned.”’ 
Participation in the theological studies, 
however, would not be optional. 


The Missouri representatives at the three 
meetings were pleased with the progress 
made. The evident blessing of God rested 
on the deliberations. It is their fervent 
hope that the ‘conventions of the churches 
involyed”’ will praise God by authorizing 
“the appointment of representatives to 
negotiate . . . regarding a possible future 
cooperative association of Lutheran 
churches in America.” 

OLIVER HARMS 
GEORGE BETO 
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Worshipers at initial service of Holy Cross Church, New Orleans 


Good Start 
Bright Future Seen 


For New Mission 
Of Southern District 


Plans of Synod’s Southern District 
to take over responsibility for the Negro 
congregations in its confines unfolded 
dramatically Nov. 5, when the District 
opened its first mission in a predom- 
inantly Negro area. 

Present for the initial service of 
Holy Cross Church in the Pontchar- 
train Park section of New Orleans were 
130 worshipers. The overflow crowd 
was reported to be “one of the largest 
ever to attend an opening service of 
any new congregation within the Dis- 
tet: 

First official act performed in the 
new church was the installation of its 
pastor, Rev. James E, Brockmann, by 
Rey. O. H. Reinboth, Southern District 
Executive Secretary. 

A 1959 graduate of the St. Louis 
seminary, Pastor Brockmann was orig- 
inally assigned to New Orleans as mis- 
sionary at large for the Synodical 
Conference. Since the Southern Dis- 
trict had voted to assume responsibility 
for work among the Negroes in its area, 
the District’s Board of Directors re- 
cently called Pastor Brockmann. Dur- 
ing September and October he made 
calls and carried out preparations for 
establishing the new congregation. 

Temporary church home of the 
new congregation is a residence adja- 
cent to the 1%4-acre future church site, 
which is on a main boulevard through 
the new 1,000-home subdivision. 

The site is directly across the street 
from the campus of Southern University 
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in New Orleans, which enrolls 1,000 
students. The congregation also plans 
to serve students of Southern Uni- 
versity and nearby Dillard University. 

Among the prospective members 
of Holy Cross is a “Ph. D.” who teaches 
Sunday school. The wife of a psychol- 
ogy professor serves as Sunday school 
secretary. Other “college” people at- 
tending services are a registrar and 
a librarian. 

“As this congregation moves for- 
ward under the hand of God,” says 
Executive Secretary Reinboth, “the fu- 
ture appears to be a bright one.” 

Because the temporary house of 
worship accommodates only 65 wor- 
shipers, two worship services are being 
conducted. Original plans for the erec- 


tion of a first unit in about two years 


may have to be accelerated. 

“God has richly blessed this new 
venture of faith and love by the South- 
ern District,” Pastor Reinboth states. 
“May this blessed beginning be an in- 
dication of even greater blessings to 
come.” 


Hong Kong 
All-Asia Conference 
Of Mission Workers 
Set for January 


Representatives from each of Syn- 
od’s seven Far Eastern mission fields 
will meet next month with synodical 
mission leaders in Kowloon, Hong 
Kong, for the first All-Asia Confer- 
ence, Dr. Herman H. Koppelmann, 
executive secretary of Synod’s Board 
for World Missions, has announced. 

Chief study topic at the Jan. 
16—25 conference will be the doctrine 
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IN THE WORLD 


of the church, particularly as it res 
lates to the activities and challenge: 
presented in the various countries. | 

“Each church will be given ops 
portunity to tell its own story and ta 
explore approaches to the various non! 
Christian religions dominant in thé 
Orient,” Dr. Koppelmann reports. 

A larger aim of the Hong Kong 
meeting, sponsored by the Board fox 
World Missions, is to have the Asiatic 
churches “study possibilities of extend: 
ing work to other areas of Asia ana 
the South Pacific by sending out some 
of their own workers.” 

Delegates chosen for the confer- 
ence are Andrew Chiu and Missionary 
Roy Karner of Hong Kong; Rev. P! 
Charles Paul and Missionary James 
Mayer, India Evangelical Lutheram 
Church; Yasushi Tadokoro and Mis- 
sionary Paul Strege, Japan; Dr. Won 
Yong Ji and Missionary Kurt Voss, 
South Korea; Waima Waesa and Mis- 
sionary Otto Hintze, New Guinea; Rev. 
Tito Caesar and Missionary Robert 
Plagens, Philippines; Rev. Martin Li 
and Missionary Ralph  Bringewatt, 
Taiwan. | 


Cuba 


Report Militiamen 
Sitting in Pews 


Reports of Protestant evangelists 
in Cuba are contradictory, but work is 
continuing, according to Dr. Sidney 
Correll, director of the United World 
Mission. 

“On the one hand,” Dr. Correll 
says, “we hear of Cuban evangelists 
having large crowds . and, on 
the other hand, there is evidence of 
growing pressure on the Protestant 
churches.” 

One report tells of a Cuban church 
which was decorated with revolutionary 
slogans and pictures by Castro followers 
for a political meeting. When the pastor 
removed the decorations for Sunday 
services, he was sternly questioned about 
his political attitude. Since then the 
decorations have remained on the walls. 

Other reports tell of militiamen 
sitting in the pews during services and 
noting what is said from the pulpit. 

Summarizing the Cuban situation, 
a Southern Baptist leader who recently 
returned from there stated: “Never was 
the door to the Gospel in Cuba wider 
open and at the same time closer shut.” 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


ioneer Executive 


Heart Attack Fatal 
To Central District’s 
Past Superintendent 


A half-century career devoted to 
xcellence in Lutheran education came 

a close with the death on Oct. 24 
4 Dr. William J. Gernand, for 27 
ears superintendent of education of 
he Central District. 

A pioneer 
mong District ed- 
cation executives, 
e 70-year-old ed- 
cator from 1931 
0 1958 had given 
padership to a 
eady advance in 
andards in the 
District’s schools 
nd in upholding 


xcellent relation- 
hips with State WY daGernand 
Departments of 
ducation in the three states served 


y the District. 

| Promotion of Sunday schools, 
unday school teacher training, and 
ummer workshops for teachers were 
mong other areas receiving the bene- 
ts of his pioneering efforts. 

He was also a member of the Lu- 
heran Education Association’s organ- 
zation committee, chairman of the 
District Superintendents’ Conference, 
nd secretary of the Central District 
eorganization Committee. 

A graduate of the Winfield junior 
ollege and Seward teachers college, 
hich in 1958 awarded him the honor- 
ry LL. D. degree, Dr. Gernand taught 

parish schools at Fisherville, Ont., 
nd Cleveland, Ohio, and served for 
en years on the staff of Fort Wayne’s 
Luther Institute. 


After his retirement from the 
District superintendency he continued 
teaching for three years in the Convoy- 
Ohio City, Ohio, parish. 


Taiwan 


Committee of Three 
Completes Publication 
Of First Hymnal 


Taiwanese-speaking Christians of 
the China Evangelical Lutheran Church 
on Taiwan began the new church year 
with their first printed Lutheran hymnal. 

The 93-hymn volume is the re- 
sult of nine months of work by three 
CELC veterans. 

Chief translator was Rev. Yi Jen 
Yang, the church’s only native Taiwan- 
ese pastor, who continued translation 
work begun already in his seminary 
days. Language teacher Henry Wu also 
contributed a number of translations, 
while Rev. Norman E. Walter, Synod’s 
first Taiwanese-speaking missionary, 
initiator of the project, served as 
English consultant. 

The 93 Taiwanese hymns, arranged 
in 13 sections similar to those in The 
Lutheran Hymnal, include translations 
from both Chinese and English Lu- 
theran hymnals. 

Missionary William B. Dingler, 
who also works in Taiwanese, provided 
translations for orders of service. 

“The new Lutheran hymnal is held 
in high regard by other church bodies 
on Taiwan,” writes Missionary Ronald 
Halamka in reporting initial impres- 
sions. “We feel that this publication 
will help lead the Taiwanese, by far 
the largest portion of the island’s pop- 
ulation, to praise the God of our sal- 
vation and to teach and admonish one 
another with psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs.” 


Aembers of the CELC publication board, which has completed the church's first 


printed hymnal (I. to r.): Norman Walter, Henry Wu, 
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Focus on 
DECEMBER 


Sharing Our 
Christmas Joy 


The month of December with its 
Advent season is a particularly happy 
one because we prepare to celebrate 
the birthday of the Son of God. 

Our Advent hymns are probably 
the most joyous of all seasons of 
the year. 

In the organizations of the church 
we are busy with programs highlighting 
the occasion when the Son of God 
became man “to save His people from 
their sins.” 

The church will probably be deco- 
rated with the Advent wreath, Christ- 
mas trees, garlands, and candles to 
point us to the Savior of the world. 

And what could give us more 
pleasure than the sight of the chil- 
dren’s beaming faces as they prepare 
for their celebrations in church? And 
their gleeful anticipation of Christmas 
in the home! 

In all this we ought never forget 
that we double our joys when we share 
them. The focus for December is 
a dual one: (1) Christ’s becoming one 
of us, (2) Our becoming “little Christs” 
to others. 

During this month we are asking 
ourselves in Our organizations and in 
the congregation: Are we giving ade- 
quate attention to works of charity in 
our parish? Are there aged, distressed. 
unfortunate, needy, lonely, or sorrowful 
people of whose needs we may not even 
be aware? How- shall we find them 
and minister to them? 

Does our congregation have a 
year-round program of social welfare 
and a committee responsible or ad- 
ministering it? Are we sharing our joy 
and the riches of God’s blessings with 
the needy of the world through Lu- 
theran World Relief? What about the 
Lutheran institutions of mercy near- 
est us? Are we supporting them ade- 
quately? 

Resource material for a discussion 
of this subject is found in the June 
1961 issue of Advance. 

Every member of every congre- 
gation ought to ask himself at least 
once a year, “Am I responding to the 
grace of God in Christ by sharing my 
joy with those in need?” In so doing 
he will find the secret of the Lord’s 
statement, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” E. A. K. 
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Carl Nolting, president of Redeemer Church, Warrington, Fila., congratulates 
fellow members receiving Pensacola Navy League’s outstanding leadership awards 
(I. to r.): Frank S. Bull, Jr.. Donald L. Hougham, Charles Kircher. 


Pensacola 
Three “Outstanding” 
Lutherans Cited 


With more than 16,000 candidates 
to choose from, a board of staff officers 


are not merely ‘listed’ members, but 
consecrated, active Christians,’ Pastor 
Grumm wrote the WITNEss. “We are 
thrilled at the Christian witness they 
are giving in their day-to-day lives.” 

Chief Kircher serves the congre- 
gation as a member of the stewardship 
board. 


Total membership of the 25! 
church bodies reporting was 114,449, 
217, a gain of 1.9 percent over 1959 
which showed an estimated population 
increase of 1.8 percent. | 

In 1959 the membership increas: 
was 2.4 percent, and the 1958 gair 
was 5 percent, while the populatioz 
increases were about 1.8 percent. 

The slow-up in the rate of churel 
membership growth in relation to th: 
increase in population “may indicat; 
that membership potential has leveled 
off, at least for the time being,” note: 
the Office of Information of the Nai 
tional Council of Churches. 

A table in the Yearbook reveali 
that the proportion of church member’ 
in the total U.S. population has riser 
steadily. Since the turn of the century 
the proportion has gone up from 36 to 
63.6 percent. 

Another table shows that in the 
past quarter century Protestant church 
membership has grown from 27 to 35.4 
percent of the population, while Ro 
man Catholic membership has increased 


of the Naval Air Training Command, 
Pensacola, Fla., selected three Lutheran 
enlisted men among the five recently 
rated for “outstanding leadership qual- 
ities.’ They were given awards by the 
Pensacola Navy League. 

All three are members of Re- 
deemer Church (Missouri Synod), 
Warrington, Fla. 

Recommended with “an array of 
superlatives,’ according to Rev. A. 
Lorenz Grumm, pastor of Redeemer, 
were Frank S. Bull, Jr., Donald L. 
Hougham, and Charles Kircher. 

“These men and their famities 


Leveling Off 


Church Growth Rate 
Shows Slow-up 


The growth rate of churches in 
the United States last year continued 
to exceed the rate of population in- 
crease, though by a narrower margin 
than that of recent years, according 
to statistics compiled for the 
Yearbook of American Churches. 


from 16 to 23.6 percent. 

The Roman Catholic membershiy 
figure for 1960 (42,104,900) repre: 
sented a gain for the year of 3.2 per 
cent; Protestant (63,668,835), a gain 
of 1.8 percent; Jewish congregation: 
(5,367,000), a loss of 2.5 percent. 

Eastern Orthodox bodies reportes 
2,698,663; all others, 609,819, includ 
ing 20,000 Buddhists. 

Largest Protestant 
porting were Baptists (21,148,862) 
Methodists (12,424,623), Lutheran: 
(8,080,867), and Presbyterians (4,333, 
249). 


groups fé 


1962 


ce ae ee EE MAEM Re a 
Answers to “Testing Your Religious Vocabulary” 


1. In the flesh (B) — By His nativity Jesus became God 
incarnate, or as John puts it: ‘The Word was made flesh.”’ 
Christ, true God from eternity, took the human nature that He 
might be the “‘Mediator between God and man.’’ Our Christmas 
hymns have many references to this doctrine: ‘‘Hosanna to the 
Incarnate Word” (The Lutheran Hymnal, No. 70); “‘Hail the in- 
carnate Deity!” (No. 94); “True Godhead incarnate, omnipotent 
Word.”’ (No. 102) 

2. Priestly order (C) — Magoi, the word in the Greek text 
of the Epiphany story (Matthew 2) which has been translated 
“wise men,” indicates that they were members of a learned 
caste or order of priests in ancient Persia. Magi were the 


philosophers and scientists of their day, many of whom also 
dabbled in astrology. 


3. Gum (A) — Myrrh is an aromatic resinous gum taken 
from stems of several species of shrubs found in the Near East. 
It was highly valued in ancient times for use in perfumes and 
embalming ointments. Frankincense, listed with gold and myrrh 


as gifts of the Magi, is a similar precious resin, burned as 
incense at religious ceremonies. 
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4. Shepherd (C) — Pastor is the Latin word for shepherd 
congregation is derived from the Latin grex, flock. The shep 
herd-flock picture as descriptive of the relationship betweer 
pastor and people is found already in the Old Testament ir 
such chapters as Ezekiel 34 and Jeremiah 23. In the New 
Testament ‘pastor’ is found only in Ephesians 4:11. 

5. Short petitions (B) — The brief intercessory supplication: 
used especially at Matins and Vespers (see The Lutheran Hymnal 
pp. 115, 116), lend themselves beautifully for refreshing varia 
tion in morning and evening family devotions. 


6. Books not genuine (C) —In common usage the tern 
Apocrypha (hidden, spurious) refers to the 14 books or bool 
portions accepted by the Roman Catholic Church and includec 
in the Vulgate version of the Bible (the Douay Version has 11) 
Following the Reformers, Protestants regard these books as valu 
able for instruction but definitely uncanonical (not part of the 
inspired Scriptures) because they are not found in Hebrew, were 
already rejected by Jewish textual scholars, are not quoted by 
New Testament writers, and contain statements which contradic 
teachings of known Bible books. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


est Germany 


Protestant-Catholic 
Marriages on Rise, 
~ Create Tensions 


Protestant leaders in West Ger- 
any have attacked the policies and 
actices of the Roman Catholic 
urch in relation to mixed marriages. 

Rev. Erwin Wilken, leading official 
the Lutheran Church of Hannover, 
clared that improvement of Protes- 
nt-Catholic relations in Germany 
“inconceivable” unless the Roman 
tholic Church changes its laws re- 
tding such marriages. 

Under Roman Catholic canon law, 
pointed out, a dispensation for a 
ixed marriage must be obtained by 
e Roman Catholic party from the 
shop of his diocese. The non-Catholic 
tty is required to sign a statement 
at he will not interfere with the re- 
ious practices of his spouse and that 
y children from the union will be 
ised as Roman Catholics. 

Complaining that a “guerrilla war” 
er mixed marriages is going on in 
most every community in West Ger- 
any where Protestants and Roman 
atholics live together, Pastor Wilken 
id that the Roman Catholic Church 
gards a million marriages in the 
untry as “nonexistent, although they 
e legally valid and under the express 
otection of the constitution.” 

He had reference to Roman Catho- 
law, which holds that a mixed mar- 
age performed by a non-Catholic is 
valid. 

Other Protestant leaders have 
Iled for an appeal to West German 
urts on the question, citing cases 
here Roman Catholic partners in a 
ixed marriage have left their spouses 
ter talks with their priests. Protes- 
nts hold that the Roman Catholic 
hurch’s position with regard to mixed 
arriages is unconstitutional. 

During past years several Protes- 

nt bodies, including the United Evan- 
lical Lutheran Church in Germany, 
ave repeatedly warned Protestants 
bout to marry Roman Catholics not to 
romise to bring up their children as 
oman Catholics. 
As a result of postwar conditions 
1 West Germany and the influx of 
jany refugees from Iron Curtain coun- 
ries, the number of mixed marriages is 
1creasing steadily. Statistics show that 
1ore than 25 per cent of all marriages 
1 recent years are mixed. 
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Lutheran 
Church — 


urch Extension 


Gift List 

Wife 

Son 

Daughter 
Grandchildren 
Special Friend 


Reminder 


bonus in 


I want to invest 
my Christmas 


Extension Notes 


Christmas gift 
with a future 


Special Memo 
I will give in- 
terest-bearing 
Church Exten- 
sion Notes as 
gifts this year 


Church 


@ Help Kingdom building while you’re 
remembering that special someone 

@ Start a savings program for that special day 

@ A good savings plan for that college education 

@ Encourage saving by teaching it with your gifts 


Church Extension Notes are available in denominations of 
$100 or more 


New Schedule of Notes and Interest 


Demand Notes 
30-day = 3 %o 
180-day — 312 % 


Term Notes 
1- or 2-year — 3% % 
3- or 4-year —4% 


5-year Term Notes — 41/2 % 


In denominations of 


$10,000 or more © 


Clip Here 


Loan Application Form 


1am enclosing my check in the amount of So ee cs 0s OGnto 


Synod's Church Extension Fund. 


| desire the Treasurer of Synod to issue a Note as follows: 


Day Demand Note at 


°% interest per annum 


Year Term Note at _____% interest per annum 


Of = = 


Name 
(Print full name) 


City 


(If joint note, print name of co-owner) 


_ Zone State 


Street or R. F. D. 
Congregation 


District 


(Note: A woman's name should be preceded by Miss or Mrs.) 


Make checks payable to: 


The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod 
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Mail to: 


Church Extension Department 
210 N. Broadway — Room CA 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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Deaths 


Henry Luebke, Feb. 5, 1874, Waconia, 
Minn., to Nov. 1,~ 1961, Mansfield, 
S. Dak.; son of Henry and Friederika 
Raether Luebke; graduated Springfield 
seminary, 1896; parishes: Mansfield, Clay- 
ton, S. Dak.; Emery, S. Dak., 1936—47, 
when he retired. Survivors: Hulda Krue- 
ger Luebke; sons Martin, Edward, Rev. 
Daniel, Walter; daughters Helen Koecher, 
Sophie Ristau, Tabea, Lydia Borchard, 
Frieda Oehlert, Olga Krause. Funeral: 
Nov. 6, Mansfield; interment, Trinity Cem- 
etery, Mansfield. 


Richard G. Pera, Oct. 22, 1910, Urmia, 
Persia (Iran), to Oct. 12, 1961, Baltimore, 
Md.; son of Rev. Luther and Susan Yacoe 
Pera; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1932; 
pastor, Southington-Plainville, Conn.; Bay- 
onne, North Bergen, N. J.; Baltimore, Md., 
1958—61; director, Center of Theological 
Studies of Paris for Synodical Board for 
European Affairs, 1953—54. Survivors: 
Lillian Sargis Pera; son Richard; daughters 
Judith, Denise. Funeral: Oct. 16, Balti- 
more; interment, Fairview Cemetery, New 
Britain, Conn. 


Herbert D. Poellot, May 17, 1924, 
Huntley, Ill., to Oct. 17, 1961, West Bend, 
Wis.; son of Rev. S. Daniel and Lily 
Brueggemann Poellot; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1928; parishes: Faribault, Minn.; 
McKees Rocks, New Castle, Pa.; Jackson, 
Wis., 1958—61. Survivors: Norma Groth 
Poellot; son William; daughter Gretchen. 
Funeral: Oct. 21, Jackson; interment, Trin- 
ity Cemetery, Jackson. 


Martin B. Raabe, March 11, 1897, Wis- 
ner, Nebr., to Nov. 1, 1961, Sauk Rapids, 
Minn.; son of Otto and Augusta Splitt- 
gerber Raabe; graduated Seward teachers 
college, 1917; schools: Elk River, Saint 
James, Minn.; Sauk Rapids, 1954—61. 
Survivors: Lillian Keen Raabe; sons Rev. 
Robert, Mark; daughter Rita. Funeral: 
Nov. 4, Sauk Rapids; interment, St. John’s 
Cemetery, Elk River. 


Walter O. Rathke, April 7, 1902, Sebe- 
waing, Mich., to Oct. 19, 1961, Waterloo, 
Ont., Can.; son of William and Henrietta 
Filler Rathke; graduated St. Louis sem- 
inary, 1926; parishes: Wawbewawa-Con- 
naught-Timmins-South Porcupine-Cobalt, 
St. Catharines-Jordan, Ont.; Waterloo, 
1952—61; Mission Secretary, Ontario Dis- 
trict, 1945—48; President, 1948—60, when 
he was named honorary President. Sur- 
vivors: Alice Kramer Rathke; son Austin; 
daughter Elizabeth Birmingham. Funeral: 
Oct. 23, Waterloo; interment, Woodland 
Cemetery, Kitchener, Ont. 


Albert H. Teyler, Feb. 22, 1876, Ely 
Township, Lake County, Ill., to Oct. 16, 
1961, Portland, Oreg.; son of Nikolaus 
and Sophia Heine Teyler; graduated Saint 
Louis seminary, 1899; parishes: Anamoose, 
S. Dak.; Marton, New Zealand; Willow 
Springs, Ill.; Willow City, N.Dak., 1924 
to 1943, when he retired; President, New 
Zealand District, 1906—13. Survivors: 
sons Werner, Adelbert, Otto, Rev. Theo- 
dore; daughters Irma Dreyer, Dolora 
McDonald, Laura Van Speybrock, Janet 
Bergstrom. Funeral: Oct. 20, Oregon City, 
Oreg.; interment, Oregon City. 
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ASSIGNMENT OF CALLS 


Calls for ministerial and teacher candidates 
and applications for vicars, women teachers, and 
deaconess candidates must be in the hands of 
the District Presidents by March 5, 1962, by reso- 
lution of the College of Presidents. 


Diplomas of vocation for pastors and male 
teacher graduates may be purchased from Con- 
cordia Publishing House. Application forms for 
ministerial and teacher vicars and for women 
graduates and undergraduates should be ob- 
tained from your District President. Please use 
the latest approved forms for these applications. 


The Synod (Handbook 4.09) makes the College 
of Presidents responsible for the assignment of 
calls to graduates of Synod's terminal schools. 
No direct call should be sent to a graduate. 
The Board of Assignments carefully considers 
a request for a certain graduate, but it reserves 
the right to decline such a request. 


Please note that the deadline is March 5, 
1962. 
GEORGE W. WITTMER, Chairman 


College of Presidents 


Notices 


Official Notices 


Rev. Luther Roehrs, Port Arthur, Tex., has 
been appointed Counselor for Circuit 18, re- 
placing Rev. G. G. Press. — AtBEert F. JESSE, 
President, Texas District. 


Rev. Gordon Winrod, deposed from the 
ministry by First Lutheran Church of Little 
Rock, Ark., is no longer eligible for a call in 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. He 
has organized a congregation known as Saint 
Paul Lutheran Church, Little Rock. This con- 
gregation has no affiliation with The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod. — Wintiam 
J. SteLttinec, President, Western District. 


Election Result 


Prof. Fred Growcock was elected to the 
associate professorship in foreign languages 
at Concordia College, Austin, Tex. — Howarp 
H. Kuetn, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Nominations for 
Associate Professorships 
Concordia Theological Seminary 
Springfield, Ill. 


Old Testament Exegesis 


Roger _L. Bronsted, East Durand, Wis., by 
St. Paul, Osseo, Wis. 


Harry Huth, Minneapolis, Minn.: St. James, 
Minneapolis, Minn.; Trinity, White Bear 
Lake, Minn. 

George H. Liebenow, Cincinnati, Ohio: Con- 
cordia, Cincinnati, Ohio 


Elmer Reimnitz, Porto Alegre, Brazil: Saint 
James, Imperial Beach, Calif. 


Raymond Surburg, Springfield, Ill.: Trinity, 
Eden, Tex.; Board of Control, Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Springfield, Ill. 


Robert Wolter, Riviera Beach, Fla.: Our Sav- 
ior, Plantation, Fla.; Trinity, Harvel, Il. 


Education 


Allen Nauss, Springfield, TI11., by Trinity, 
Eden, Tex.; Board of Control, Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Springfield, Ill. 


Armin Oldsen, Fort Wayne, Ind.: Blessed 
Savior, Berlin, Wis. 


Any information regarding these nominees 
which would be helpful to the Board of 
Electors should be in the hands of the under- 
signed within 30 days after publication of 
this notice. — Grorce Bero, President, Con- 
cordia Theological Seminary, Springfield, Il, 
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Nominations for Presidency 
Concordia Teachers College 
Seward, Nebr. 


Arthur Ahlschwede, St. Louis, Mo., by Beth: 
University City, Mo.; Trinity, Long Prair 
Minn.; Hope, Austin, Tex. 

Siegbert Becker, River Forest, Ill.: St. Jo 
Truman, Minn.; St. John, St. James, Mi . 
St. Stephen, Atkins, Iowa } 

Erich F. Brauer, Milwaukee, Wis.: Hope, Aub 
tin, Tex. ’ Jj 

William A. Buege, Minneapolis, Minn.: Ziog 
Kearney, Nebr. { 

John F. Choitz, Detroit, Mich.: St. John, Ty 
dall, S. Dak. i 

Henry J. Eggold, Springfield, IIl.: Concordil 
Springfield, Il. 

Arnold C. Erxleben, Seward, Nebr.: Emmart 
uel, York, Nebr. 

Paul Gabbert, Bronxville, N. Y.: Bethel, Unb 
versity City, Mo. i | 

Arvin W. Hahn, Maywood, Ill.: Zion, Kearnes 

Fort Wayne, 


Nebr. | 
Paul W. Harms, Ind.: Bethe 
University City, Mo. 
Leonard W. Heidemann, Seward, Nebr.: Sail 
Paul, North Hollywood, Calif. : 
W. Theophil Janzow, Seward, Nebr.: Trinity 
Boone, Iowa; Trinity, Morrill, Nebr. 
Karl W. Keller, Portland, Oreg.: Bethel, Un} 
versity City, Mo.; Hope, Austin, Tex. | 
Martin B. Kirch, Seward, Nebr.: St. Joby 
Napa, Calif. | 
John W. Klotz, Fort Wayne, Ind.: St. Johi 
Tyndall, S. Dak. } 
Martin L. Koehneke, River Forest, Ill.: Easten 
Heights, St. Paul, Minn. 
Arno E. Krentz, Cleveland, Ohio: Holy Crosj 
Mobile, Ala. 
Paul W. Lange, St. Louis, Mo.: Bethany, Chi 
cago, Ill. ‘ 
Thomas H. Langevin, Seward, Nebr.: Em 
manuel, York, Nebr.; Immanuel, Englewooe 
Colo.; Faith, Livonia, Mich. 
Milton Marten, Valparaiso, Ind.: Redeeme: 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 
alter E. Mueller, Seward, Nebr.: Bethany 
Chicago, Ill. 
Armin C. Oldsen, Fort Wayne, Ind.: Blesse: 
Savior, New Berlin, Wis. : | 
Lorman M. Petersen, Springfield, Ill.: Re 
deemer, Ventura, Iowa; St. John, Camp 
bellsport, Wis.; St. John, Napa, Calif.; Faith 
Abilene, Kans. 


William A. Poehler, St. Paul, Minn.: Zior 
Wausau, Wis.; St. John, Napa, Calif. 

Daniel E. Poellot, River Forest, Ill.: Zior 
Kearney, Nebr. 

J. A. O. Preus, Springfield, Ill.: St. Jor 


Seward, Nebr. 

Robert D. Preus, St. Louis, Mo.: Calvary, Lin 
coln, Nebr. 

Ralph L. Reinke, River Forest, Ill.: St. Pau 
Brookfield, Il. 

Arthur C. Repp, St. Louis, Mo.: Zion, Wau 
sau, Wis. E 
Walter M. Schoedel, Fort Wayne, Ind.: Firs 
Trinity, Beatrice, Nebr.; Immanuel, Plym 
outh, Nebr.; St. Paul, Kenesaw, Nebr. 

First, Lexington, Nebr. 

Mark J. Steege, Springfield, Ill.: St. Jame: 
Northrop, Minn.; Zion, Fairmont, Minn 
Zion, Wausau, Wis. 

Walter W. Stuenkel, Milwaukee, Wis.: Sain 
John, Denver, Colo. 

Raymond F. Surburg, Springfield, Ill.: Trinity 
Tyler, Tex. 


Information concernmg the candidate 
should be submitted to the undersigned with 
in six weeks following the publication ¢ 
this notice. — Oscar Witk, Secretary, Boar 
Ok Concordia Teachers College, Sew 
ard, Nebr. 


Nominations for 
Associate Professorships 
Concordia Teachers College 
Seward, Nebr. 


English 


Enno Klammer, North Highlands, Calif.: Im 
manuel, West Sacramento, Calif.; Mour 
Calvary, Brookings, S. Dak. 

Darrel Meinke, Seward, Nebr.: St. John, Sew 
ard, Nebr. 

Ray C. Rist, Carbondale, Ill.: Holy Trinit 
Macon, Ga. 

Music 


Robert Dosien, Denver, Colo., . Joh 
Seward, Nebr. hh ie ; 
Albert W. Grauer, 


Raleigh, N.C.: 
Tyler, Tex. . e 


Trinit 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


awrence W. Rast, River F : 
Trinity, Macon, ae orest, Ill.: Holy 
‘rederic - Telschow, Seward, Nebr.: i 
pon eres, Nebr. ae 
olan 5 ellander, Portland, Oreg,: i 
John, Seward, Nebr. Sy 


Information concerning the candidates 
ould be submitted to the undersigned with- 
_three weeks following the publication of 
his notice. — THomas H. Lancevin, Acting 
ee cent, Concordia Teachers College, Sew- 
rd, Nebr. 


Changes of Address 


astors: 


Bangert, Norman J., 1100 Las Gallinas Ave., 
San Rafael, Calif. 

Boriack, Louis, Dime Box, Tex. 

Braem, Richard G., 18975 S. W. Johnson St., 
Aloha, Oreg. 

Bruss, Eldor A., Box 26, Middle Lake, 
Sask., Can. 

Costello, John M., 16431 Tulsa St., 
Granada Hills, Calif. 

Dohrmann, Edward F., Newhall, Iowa 

Erb, Arthur, 401 S. 16th St., Herrin, Ill. 

Ellermann, Norman C., St. Mark Lutheran 
Church, 45-725 Kamehameha Hwy., 
Kaneohe, Oahu, Hawaii 

Freund, Alfred, Zion Lutheran Church, 
High and Bowery, Akron 8, Ohio 

Glock, Richard C., 130 S. Henry St., 
Green Bay, Wis. 

Gorts, Edwin V., 1850 Union St., 
Schenectady 9, N. Y. 

Holtzen, Paul D., R. 2, Georgetown, Ind. 

Huener, William C., 1843 Oakland, 
Lansing 15, Mich. 

Janz, Marvin P., 7619 154th St., 
Jasper Place, Alta., Can. 

Kentopp, Arthur E., Box 735, 
Oak Harbor, Wash. 

Krause, Paul E., 2021 Jennings St., 
Sioux City 4, Iowa 

Krohn, Paul E., 4215 S. 20th, 
Lincoln 2, Nebr. 

Kuhlman, Kenneth D., 4125 Pickle, 
Oregon 16, Ohio 

Kuhlmann, Robert T., 1220 S. Maple Ave., 
Fairborn, Ohio 

Meyer, Arthur W., Box 5014, 
Balboa, Canal Zone 

Meyer, Edward A., 120 Franklin Ct., 
La Porte, Ind. 

Meyer, John F., 109 Boca Ciega, Box 737, 

’ Cocoa Beach, Fla. 

Neeb, Martin J., Jr., 817 N. Second Ave.. 
Maywood, Ill. 

Pautsch, Edward C. (em.), 
2147 N. Tenth St., Svringfield, Ill. 

Polansky, Roger, 518 W. Finley, 
Ottumwa, Iowa 

Rogness, Emmet C., 4247 N. Narragansett, 
Chicago 34, Ill. 

Russert, Martin L., 414 Park Ave., 
Norfolk, Nebr. 

Schmidt, Albert E., Box 291, 
Fairview, Alta., Can. 

Schulz, Donald C., 1627 Oakland Ave., 
Sheboygan, Wis. 

Schwandt, Elmer, R. 4, Red Wing, Minn. 

Smidt, Francis, 16011 Kimball, 
_Lake Oswego, Oreg. 

Thieme, Traugott (em.), 11029 S. Artesian, 
Chicago 55, Il. 

Unterschultz, Don E., 12959 113 A St., 
Edmonton, Alta., Can. 

Van Steen, Frederick, 620 E. Front St., 
Plainfield, N. J. 

Wilkening, Richard A., 
7546 S. Crandon Ave., Chicago 49, Ill. 

Winkler, George, 32 Oxford Rd., ~ 
Ground FI., Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong 


Teachers: 


Brauer, Paul, 9801 Portage, 
Jennings 36, Mo. 

Crisler, Paul, 8510 Hamilton Ave., 
Jennings 36, Mo. 

Dargatz, Otto, 2737 N.E, 33d St., 
Portland 12, Oreg. 

Dittmer, Omar H., 8312 Donoghue Dr., 
Hyattsville, Md. 

Domroese, Kenneth A., 1111 Bonnie Brae, 
River Forest, I]l. 

Jaeger, John A., 1637 N. 51st St., 
Milwaukee 8, Wis. : : 

Kramer, Roy E., 3979 N. Victoria, 
St. Paul 12, Minn. 

Miller, Albert H., 525 S. Brainard, 
La Grange, Ill. ; 

Opel, Edgar L., 1631 Amelith Rd., R. 4, 
Bay City, Mich. 

Stuemke, Norman C., 1701 Dartmouth, 
Austin 5, Tex. ¢ 

Sylwester, Harold J., 425 W. Sixth, 
Junction City, Kans. 
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Notes and Quotes 


@ SOUTH — For fellow members of the Missouri Synod in the 
Southern District the year 1962 will bring a drastic change. Beginning with 
Jan. 1, 1962, the District will assume responsibility for Negro congrega- 
tions in Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi which have been affiliated 
with the Synodical Conference and not directly connected with officials, 
pastors, and people of Synod’s Southern District. 


_ @ PROBLEM — People who do not live in the Deep South, a Dis- 
trict official wrote in the Oct. 22, 1957, WITNESS, “find it difficult to com- 
prehend the traditional attitude of those who were born and reared here. 
Relations between the whites and the colored are friendly enough, but 
kept within rigid bounds... . But segregation has been our mode of life 
so long that separation of the two races has become almost an article of 


faith. Many churches have taken the lead in the endeavor to preserve 
segregation.” 


_ @ PROGRESS — Much progress has been made in overcom- 
ing deeply ingrained prejudices against desegregation. Newspapers, 
periodicals, radio, and TV are quick to report conflicts and clashes 
between whites and Negroes but slow to publicize the many forward 
steps in race relations. Synod’s Southern District has made a sub- 
stantial contribution to progress in human relations by voting to take 
over Negro work in its confines. President John W. Behnken was 
deeply impressed and highly gratified by the manner in which the 
Southern District came to this momentous decision. 


@ EXCEPTIONS — There will be exceptions to the rule. In re- 
sponse to the Nov. 14 editorial “Please Cancel” eight readers from the 
South expressed their displeasure. Four took the “excellent advice” at 
face value. Some quotes are not pretty reading but show how deep feel- 
ings go — even among Missouri Synod Lutherans: “Your writings in this 
magazine while true and necessary are untimely, foolish, and at times 
stupid.” “We do not wish another issue of this magazine to come to our 
home. . . . God bless America and Christians everywhere, for we are 
needing His help to a greater extent than ever before.” “We will all be 
better destroyed by nuclear weapons than mongrelized by the Negro race.” 


e BROTHER-IN-LAW — Because letters opposing desegregation in 
any degree generally express a fear of interracial marriages (WITNEss plans 
call for an article on the subject), it may be well to quote a sentence by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, fearless champion of American Negroes in their strug- 
gle for voting rights and other civil liberties: “We ask only to be the white 
man’s brother, not his brother-in-law.” 


e TYPICAL — Typical of the positive response to “Please 
Cancel” are these quotes: “Complacency and indifference to things 
of vital concern in our everyday life is a sure-fire way of letting 
Christianity become just another nice theory in the eyes of the 
world.” “Christians. will present a more effective witness to the 
world by learning to live with, help, and love their neighbors than 
by frothing over their neighbor’s color.” “God is ‘no respecter of 
persons,’ and neither should we be. . .. Now some weak brother 
or sister of ours feels compelled to cancel a subscription. I shall 
pray for that fellow-redeemed person. And for all the others who 
try to set neighbor against neighbor.” 


@ PRAY —AIl who face real problems in human relations in the 
North, South, East, or West need our prayers. Pray the Father that the 
love made flesh in His Son, the love that claimed all men as His brethren 
and died to save them from their sins, may enter human hearts, driving out 
prejudice, fear, and hate, planting Christian compassion, Christian con- 


cern, and Christian love. 
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REMEMBERING 


Wels, 
SOURCE 
OF 

ele 
BLESSINGS 


In this merry season 
it is so easy to 

lose sight of the 
real joy and meaning 
of Christmas. We 
ought to remember 
— and meditate — 
on the real reason: 
the birth of a 
Savior at Bethlehem. 
For the 600,000 
members of Aid 
Association for 
Lutherans, we wish 
you a Merry and 
Blessed Christmas. 


AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS °- APPLETON, WISCONSIN 


